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One year after Florida debacle: 

Jesse Jackson Jr. presses for 

fundamental election reforms November? @ 11 :52am 

One year after the election that threw the United States into a 
bitter 36-day struggle to determine whether A1 Gore or George W. 

Bush had won Florida and the presidency, a good many 
Washington Democrats seen content to forgive and forget. Or at 
least to keep quiet about the dubious nature of a now popular commander-in¬ 
chiefs court-ordered presidency. 

But not U.S. Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr., D-Ill. 

The outspoken congressman marked the anniversary by setting up a podium in 
front of the Supreme Court and announcing that he would ask Congress to 
endorse a series of dramatic voting reforms. 
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"The disputes in Florida and other states showed us that we need one national 
standard for voting and one national standard for counting votes," said 
Jackson. "But they also reminded us that there are more basic reforms that are 
needed." 


Among the reforms Jackson seeks is a constitutional amendment to guarantee 
all Americans an explicit right to vote. 

"Most Americans will be shocked, appalled and outraged to learn that their 
Constitution does not grant them the right to vote. The 15th, 19th and 26th 
Amendments prohibit 'discrimination' in voting on the basis of race, sex and 
age — but does not extend to (Americans) the right to vote," Jackson said, 
recalling Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia's admonition to A1 Gore's 
lawyers during last year's Florida dispute that no such protection exists. "Even 
though the right to vote is the supreme right in a democracy, the Supreme 
Court in Bush v. Gore told Americans there is no explicit fundamental right to 
suffrage in the Constitution." 

Surrounded by Constitutional scholars and veteran voting rights activists, 
Jackson outlined a reform agenda that also included proposals to open 
presidential debates to viable third-party candidates and allow for Instant 
Runoff Voting (IRV) in presidential elections. In an IRV system, voters rank 
candidates on their ballots, with votes for losing first choices being transferred 
to second choice contenders. (Had such a system been in place last year, a 
voter could have cast a ballot for Green Ralph Nader and then, if Nader were 
eliminated, still have had a second-choice vote registered for Democrat A1 
Gore.) 


Jackson's initiatives were hailed by the Center for Voting and Democracy's 
Rob Richie, and representatives of the NAACP and USPIRG. American 
University constitutional law professor Jamin Raskin praised Jackson’s 
"comprehensive package of democracy reforms." 














Congressional consideration of his proposals. 

Many Washington Democrats who pledged that they would “never forget" the 
November 7, 2000, presidential election and its bitter aftermath seem now, one 
year after the contested vote, to have muted their criticism. With George W. 
Bush's approval rating hovering around 90 percent, the anniversary that Bush 
aides dreaded is passing with only a restrained response from partisans who 
just months ago complained bitterly about how the election had been stolen. 

The House Democratic Caucus did, on Wednesday, issue a call for national 
standards to improve voting machinery, improve access at polling places, 
restore the voting rights of ex-felons and create statewide voter registration 
databases for use by poll workers on Election Day. Citing systemic flaws that 
continue to prevent ftill participation in the election process, the caucus report 
said, "We cannot sit back and continue to let this happen while millions of 
voters are being disenfranchised at the polls." Additionally, there were reports 
Wednesday that Senate Rules and Administration Committee Chairman Chris 
Dodd, D-Conn., and Sen. Chris Bond, R-Mo., were close to agreement on a 
compromise bill to support overhaul of some elections practices. Such a 
compromise would likely include provisions backed by Dodd and most 
Democrats to help states upgrade voting machinery and procedures, along with 
new voter-fraud rules pushed by Bond and the Republicans. 

Despite evidence of some official activity in Washington, however,the 
anniversary of last year's vote has clearly been obscured by the war on 
terrorism and anthrax scares that continue to shake the nation's capital. And 
the Bush administration has done its part by scheduling a series of high-profile 
meetings with foreign leaders that serve to buff the chief executive's 
presidential image. 

Yet, Jackson is undaunted. 

"September 11, if anything, was an attack upon the democracy we thought we 
had," the congressman said. "As a result, we came together as one nation, 
united to defend (what) the terrorists did not destroy -- our freedom and our 
democracy. I offer the voting rights constitutional amendment to better ground 
our democracy in the Constitution, and these legislative proposals as a way of 
affirming and strengthening it." 

John Nichols' book on the Florida vote and its aftermath, "Jews for Buchanan: 
Did You Hear the One About the Theft of the American Presidency? (New 
Press), will be published November 14. 


Jim Hightower: "The American 
people do not confuse patriotism 
with conformity." November 5 @ 

It is no secret that George W. Bush's current poll ratings — 
transient though they may be - have caused many Washington 
progressives to lose their nerve. As a ridiculously complacent 
broadcast media tries to fit every D C. dispute into an "America 
Strikes Back" frame, too many labor, environmental and civil groups have 
since September 11 attacks chosen the path of least resistance. 

The kid gloves approach has allowed the Bush administration and its 
Congressional allies to roll over opposition and common sense on the $15 
billion airline CEO bailout, federalization of airport security, dimunition of 
civil liberties with the "anti-terrorism" bill and a host of other critical matters. 
Confusing patriotism with complicity, the loyal opposition - in Congress and 
out - has proven so loyal on so many issues that it cannot truly be said to be 
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All of this has Jim Hightower worried. Indeed, says the veteran activist, 
September 11 and its aftermath have seen "a crisis for our democracy.” 

"Among the people, there is an awakening to the fact that there is something 
bigger going on in the world than what we've been told about," he explained. 
"But, in Washington, too many of members of Congress and activist groups 
have been too quiet. They have let George W. Bush do all the talking." 

The Texas populist's homestate experience with the Bush family and its 
political operatives makes him something of an expert on how to deal with 
America's political aristocracy — he earned election twice as the Lone Star 
State's Agriculture Secretary and was once seen as a possible contender for the 
governorship GW eventually won. To Hightower's view, sitting on the 
sidelines is the worst possible response when George W. Bush is riding high in 
the polls. 

"The American people do not confuse patriotism with conformity. Yet, that's 
what a lot of our groups are doing," Hightower argued, referencing reports that 
mainstream environmental advocacy groups and other organizations had 
tempered their criticism of Bush administration initiatives in order to avoid 
appearing to threaten national unity. 

"Too many of our groups have said, 'sit down, shut up.' If the meek ever 
inherit the earth, these guys are going to be land barons," Hightower 
continued. "For us to be quiet now, when our voices are most needed, is to 
reject not just our heritage but our responsibility in a democracy." 

Hightower made his remarks at a Washington gathering marking the 30th 
anniversary of Public Citizen, the Washington-based group founded in 1971 by 
Ralph Nader to advocate for safe products and workplaces, a healthy 
environment, clean energy and corporate responsibility. In recent weeks, as 
many D.C. groups have been laying low, Public Citizen has been loudly 
challenging Bush administration initiatives to limit access to information, use 
tax policy and government grants to enrich multinational corporations, and 
secure "fast-track" negotiating authority to expand free trade. 

Hightower hailed the unflinching activism of the group, one of the few in 
Washington to which he has loaned his name — as a member of the board of 
directors. Public Citizen, he said, "is still doing the kind of work that helps us 
take our democracy back from the greedheads and the boneheads." 

As Public Citizen backers celebrated three decades of activism over the 
weekend, Nader noted that the group faces more challenges now than perhaps 
at any time in its history. "Citizen groups have, increasingly, been shut out in 
this town," said Nader, noting that even before the current crisis, the growing 
influence of special interests over Congress and federal agencies, and the 
collapse of major media's watchdog role, had reduced the ability of citizen- 
based advocacy groups to influence the process. "It is an extremely 
inhospitable environment here in D.C. these days, and we have to think 
seriously about how to reinvent ourselves," Nader said. 

Reinvention, renewal, that's all fine, countered Hightower. Just so long as it 
challenges those in power -- no matter what their political affiliation. "Public 
Citizen has always given us the ammunition we need for agitation in this 
country," said Hightower. But, in these troubled times, he added, something 
more than traditional activism is needed. "We have been progressive for a long 
time," Hightower explained. "Now, we've got to be aggressive." 
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World Headlines 

Thursday November 8 11:27 AM ET 

Musharraf Warns on Ramadan Bombing 

By ELAINE GANLEY, Associated Press Writer 

PARIS (AP) - Pakistan's military ruler said Thursday that continuing the U.S.-led bombing campaign through the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan will have "a negative fallout in the entire Muslim world." 

Gen. Pervez Musharraf, a key Muslim ally in the U.S. military campaign in Afghanistan, said he would take up the issue with President 
Bush when he meets him in New York this weekend. 

"My means of pressure will be the strength of my argument," Musharraf told a news conference in Paris, where he is meeting French 
officials in an attempt to shore up Western economic aid to his country. He later flew to London for a meeting with British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair. 

Continuing the bombing through Ramadan, which begins in about 10 days, "will have an adverse effect in Muslim countries," Musharraf 
said, speaking in English. "It will have a negative fallout in the entire Muslim world." 

Already, Musharraf said, civilian casualties have harmed the coalition's image in the Muslim world. 

"It is being perceived, in the whole world, as if this is a war against the poor, miserable, innocent people of Afghanistan," he said, 
insisting on the need for "short and targeted" military action. 

"The magnitude of the (military) objective to be achieved is not great at all. It is very minor," he said - an apparent reference to the 
coalition's effort to quash the al-Qaida network of Osama bin Laden, the top suspect in the Sept. 11 terror attacks. With the proper 
intelligence, he said, "it can be achieved in a few hours or a day." 

Asked whether Pakistan knows bin Laden's whereabouts, Musharraf said: "No. We don't know it at all. We would like to find that out." 

Musharraf also said Pakistan has "no intention" of breaking diplomatic relations with the Taliban regime, which is harboring bin Laden. 
He said it was "essential" the ties be maintained because they provide "a useful diplomatic window. 

"Diplomatic interaction is useful and fruitful and accepted by the coalition," he said. 

Pakistan quickly sided with the United States after the Sept. 11 attacks, despite its ties to neighboring Afghanistan. Musharraf said his 
nation would remain actively involved in the coalition and pledged "total cooperation" in sharing intelligence. 

Musharraf spoke after talks with Prime Minister Lionel Jospin. Meeting Wednesday evening with President Jacques Chirac, he pressed 
the French leader for debt relief and an unspecified amount of financial aid, according to Chirac's spokeswoman, Catherine Colonna. 

Musharraf told reporters that Pakistan stands to lose an estimated $4 billion because of the war in Afghanistan. The export market has 
been devastated, insurance has skyrocketed, airlines have canceled flights and the tourism industry is suffering. 

In what amounts to a reward for joining the coalition, Pakistan has already won the lifting of U.S. economic sanctions and various pledges 

























of debt relief aimed at propping up its sluggish economy. Musharraf said he would ask Bush to implement a congressional decision to 
fully lift all sanctions. 

The Pakistani leader, who took power in a 1999 coup, said he feels his position at home is secure, despite Muslim fundamentalist protests 
over his alliance with the coalition and a recent shake-up within the military. 

"There is no risk involved. I know the support I enjoy in Pakistan," he said. 

While Musharraf called for a short and targeted war, a minister in Musharraf s Cabinet said Thursday that the strikes would take longer 
than expected to achieve their objectives because of the tough terrain, the hardy nature of Afghans inured to suffering and the lack of 
high-profile targets common in developed countries, such as highways, railroads and telecommunications. 

"There are actually no worthwhile targets of high value and assets which will break the will of the Taliban leadership," Interior Minister 
Moinuddin Haider said in an interview with The Associated Press. 

"Both American coalition partners and Pakistan thought it would be a short war," he said. 

However, the Taliban have shown few signs of losing their grip on most of the territory they control. 
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